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OPEN PUBLIC ITEM 

1 Purpose 

1.1 To provide the Planning Committee with an update on the work of the 
Council’s Planning Enforcement team since the Planning Advisory Service’s 
recommendations on wider Development Management team service 
improvement. 

2 Recommendation 

2.1 That the evidence of positive progress described in the report be noted. 

3 Report Details 

3.1 This report informs Members of the Planning Committee about the types of 
planning enforcement activities undertaken by the team within current 
resources. 

4 Policy Framework 

4.1 The Council has four corporate priorities which are: 

 Sustainable; 

 Healthy, safe and secure; 

 Connected; and 

 Creative 

4.2 The content of the report supports each of these four corporate priorities but 
particularly the first two. 

5 Implications 

5.1 Financial and Resources 

5.1.1 Any decision to reduce or increase resources or alternatively increase income 
must be made within the context of the Council’s stated priorities, as set out in 
its Council Plan 2019-2023 as agreed at Council on 7 November 2019. 

5.1.2 There are no Financial and Resources implications as a result of this report. 



 

5.2 Legal 

5.2.1 Planning Enforcement is a statutory function for local planning authorities. 

5.3 Human Resources 

5.3.1 There are no Human Resource implications as a result of this report. 

5.4 Environmental 

5.4.1 There are no Environmental Implications as a result of this report. 

5.5 Statutory Considerations 

5.5.1 None beyond those contained within Section 5.2 of this report. 

5.6 Risk Management 

5.6.1 There are no Risk Management Considerations as a result of this report. 

6 Planning Enforcement Team Update 2022/2023 

6.1 Table 1 describes the activities of the Planning Enforcement team since 2022. 

TABLE 1 

Planning Enforcement 
activity since 2022 

Nos Comments 

Cases active March 2023: 

Active Planning Enforcement 
cases at March 2023 

97 These are divided between 3 current 
officers (2 full time and 1 part time). 

Cases active January 2022: 

Active Planning Enforcement 
cases at January 2022 

254 In June 2022 this figure was 165; 
158 were closed by 27 June 2022. 

Cases closed 2022/2023: 

Planning Enforcement cases 
closed between 1 April 2022 
and 1 March 2023 

267 These included registered cases 
from pre 2020 which due to Covid 
and resource issues had failed to be 
actioned -but when planning 
enforcement officers intervened the 
breach was either resolved or found 
to be unproven. 

Open Enforcement Cases with 
pending retrospective 
applications 

39 13 of these are impacted by Nutrient 
Neutrality. 

Case types at March 2023: 

Unauthorised Material Change 
of Use 

21  

Unauthorised Development 33  



 

Breach of Planning Condition 31  

Untidy Land/Building 8  

Unauthorised Advertisement 4  

Prosecutions: 

Prosecutions since April 2022 

Nil Prosecutions are a last resort, when 
a negotiated resolution cannot be 
agreed. 

Formal Notices: 

Formal Enforcement Notices 
Served since April 2022 

4 One now complied and case closed 
(New Inn, Brampton – unauthorised 
use ceased). 

One appealed then withdrawn due to 
submission of planning application 
(Esso Garage, Penrith) – recently 
refused and so Notice to be re-
served re: unauthorised change for 
Hand Car Wash operation. 

Planning Contravention Notices: 

Planning Contravention Notices 
served since April 2022 

4  

6.2 Unfortunately, due to the requirements of Data Protection, it is not possible to 
release a more detailed summary list of current active cases. However, the 
Planning Enforcement team can provide Ward Councillors with this 
information in respect of their Ward if they contact the team direct. 

6.3 Planning Enforcement team officers emails: pam.joyce@eden.gov.uk 
kath.joynt@eden.gov.uk and dave.pilkington@eden.gov.uk 

Enforcement Resources 

6.4 Since March 2022, the Planning Enforcement team has consisted of one part 
time post (a fixed term secondment), plus one full time consultancy officer and 
one part time consultancy officer. 

6.5 However as of 28 February 2023 the secondment post ceased and has been 
replaced with a new full time permanent Trainee Planning Enforcement 
Officer. 

6.6 It is noted that this may be the only permanent Planning Enforcement post 
transferring into the new Westmorland and Furness unitary authority, because 
currently there are no permanent Planning Enforcement officers currently in 
post in either the South Lakes or Barrow teams (the posts are covered by 
consultancy officers). 

Case Studies 

6.7 Planning Enforcement cases can range from the very simple and easy to 
conclude quickly; to the very complicated, which can take significant 
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resources and time to conclude. The team also gets involved in multi-agency 
work from time-to-time on major enforcement cases. 

6.8 The appendices show three case studies that illustrate the type of work that 
the Planning Enforcement team gets involved in: 

 Appendix 1: Untidy site – resolved voluntarily. 

 Appendix 2: Unauthorised works to a listed railway bridge – notice served 
and not appealed (national media coverage). 

 

Tracking Information 

Governance Check Date Considered  

Assistant Director Development 2 March 2023 

Background Papers: None 

Appendices: Appendices 1 and 2 - Case Studies 

Contact Officer:  Fergus McMorrow. Assistant Director of Development 

 



 

 
APPENDIX 1 
 
Untidy used building having visual detrimental impact on amenity in a 
prominent location 
 

Photos taken May 
2022 when planning 
enforcement enquiry 
resulted in a case 
being opened.  After 
initial contact with the 
owner temporary 
fencing was erected in 
August 2022, with 
agreed further works 
to follow.  
 
 
 

 
 

28 February 2023 - confirmed 
works as requested by 
Enforcement to re-board 
access areas and paint in 
uniform colour of black. These 
works were undertaken 
voluntarily without formal 
action being necessary, and 
have satisfactorily reduced the 
detrimental visual impact on 
the amenity. In addition 
officers are advised of a 
pending sale but no details of 
intended future for the site. 
 

 



 

 
APPENDIX 2 
 
Great Musgrave Bridge – Unauthorised works undertaken by Highways 
England 
 
In 2021 Eden District were notified that unauthorised works had been carried out to 
infill a listed railway bridge at Great Musgrave. Planning Enforcement case was 
registered and officers commenced extensive enquiries with various stake-holders 
including Highways England, National Railways plus Conservation bodies. This 
resulted in a Planing Enforcement Notice served by Eden in September 2022 on 
Historic Railways Estate - which took effect in October 2022 and required specfic 
works to remove the unauthorised infill development within a 12 month period. 
The Notice was successfully acknowledged and no objection made to the 
requirements of the Notice. Compliance will be monitored by Officers in October 
2023 and if no action has been taken then further formal action, such as prosecution 
may be deemed necessary. 
 

 
 

 


