
 

Report No: DCE11/23 

Eden District Council 
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14 March 2023 

Eden District Council Community Fund Recommendations 

Portfolio: Communities 

Report from: Interim Assistant Director Communities 

Wards: All Wards 

OPEN PUBLIC ITEM 

1 Purpose 

1.1 To seek approval of grant funding awards from the Council’s Community Fund 
to seven of the nine projects set out in Appendix A. 

2 Recommendations 

2.1 It is recommended that Cabinet: 

a) Agree the panel recommendations for approval of the five projects as set 
out in Appendix A. 

b) To note the panel recommendation re: the submission from Ainstable 
Parish Council and following consultation with the Communities Portfolio 
Holder, approve this project for funding given there will not be an 
opportunity for the panel to review this project before LGR implementation. 

c) To note the panel recommendation re: the submission from Barton and 
Pooley Bridge Community Fund CIO and following consultation with the 
Communities Portfolio Holder, approve this project for funding given that 
this will be a pilot project of considerable potential benefit to the 
community. 

d) To approve total funding of £71,839.64, leaving residual funds of £90.88. 

3 Report Details 

3.1 The Eden District Council Community Fund was established in 2013/2014 to 
support and develop community initiatives within the Council area. The 
Community Fund combined three previous grant schemes, the Community 
Fund, Rural Infrastructure Fund and Village Hall Grant. The Rural 
Infrastructure Fund was discontinued after 2013/2014. 

3.2 A total of £110,000 was available for the Community Fund at the start of the 
current financial year 2022/2023. A balance of £19,732.37 remained from the 
previous financial year and it was agreed by EDC Assistant Director Finance 
that this amount be carried over into 2022/23 budget in autumn 2022. This left 
an overall balance of £129,732.37. £57,801.85 was awarded in the first and 
second tranches of 2022/23 leaving an overall balance of £71,930.52 
available for this tranche. 



 

3.3 The Eden District Council Community Fund Partnership Panel held a virtual 
meeting via Microsoft Teams on 8 February 2023 to assess ten applicants 
against set criteria. The Partnership was chaired by the Communities Portfolio 
Holder and consisted of representatives from Action with Communities in 
Cumbria, Penrith Action for Community Transition and individual community 
representatives. 

3.4 Of the nine applications considered, five of the applications were 
recommended for funding for the full requested amount, one application was 
recommended for deferral to the next funding round pending more information 
and three were recommended for refusal. 

3.5 The five recommended applications and their applicants have been checked 
to ensure they meet the criteria. 

3.6 The Community Fund criteria are as below: 

 Delivers wide Community Benefit; 

 Contributes to locally identified community needs and priorities; 

 Demonstrates value for money; 

 Has ability to measure success of a project or event; and 

 Has ability to demonstrate equality of opportunity and the elimination of 
discrimination. 

3.7 Following further consultation with the Communities Portfolio Holder, Officers 
have recommended approval two additional projects: 

 The deferred Ainstable Parish Council submission given the Panel will 
not reconvene to reconsider this project prior to LGR implementation. 

 The Barton and Pooley Bridge Community Fund CIO given this will be a 
pilot project of considerable potential benefit to the community. 

4 Policy Framework 

4.1 The Council has four corporate priorities which are: 

 Sustainable; 

 Healthy, safe and secure; 

 Connected; and 

 Creative 

4.2 This report meets the Connected and Creative corporate priorities. 

5 Consultation 

5.1 The recommendations within this report reflect the recommendations of the 
Community Fund Partnership Panel and subsequent further discussion with 
the Communities Portfolio Holder. 



 

6 Implications 

6.1 Financial and Resources 

6.1.1 Any decision to reduce or increase resources or alternatively increase income 
must be made within the context of the Council’s stated priorities, as set out in 
its Council Plan 2019-2023 as agreed at Council on 7 November 2019. 

6.1.2 The recommended grant funding awards are within the £110,000 Community 
Fund budget allocation for 2022/2023. 

6.2 Legal 

6.2.1 Applicants are required to sign a declaration before their application can be 
considered, in doing so they agree that: 

 They have authority from their group to make the application; 

 They understand and agree to the criteria; 

 The information they provide is correct at the time of submission; 

 They will submit a Project Completion Report along with the required 
documentation; and 

 They have appropriate insurance cover. 

6.3 Human Resources 

6.3.1 There are no human resource issues associated with this report. 

6.4 Environmental 

6.4.1 There are no significant implications on carbon emissions and ecosystems, 
with the grant funding applications. 

6.5 Statutory Considerations 

Consideration: Details of any implications and proposed 

measures to address: 

Equality and Diversity Applicants are asked to provide details of 

arrangements for those with access or mobility 

difficulties to participate in projects, and to outline 

how they will actively involve all sections of the 

community, including those from different 

backgrounds. An Equal Opportunities policy is 

requested as part of required documentation. 

Health, Social 

Environmental and 

Economic Impact 

Community Fund grants have a direct benefit on 

the social, environmental and economic well-

being of the organisations and communities who 

are awarded grants. 

Crime and Disorder There are no crime and disorder issues 

associated with this report. 

Children and 

Safeguarding 

There are no children or safeguarding issues 

associated with this report. 



 

6.6 Risk Management 

Risk Consequence Controls Required 

That there is insufficient 

monitoring of paid 

grants. 

Grants are not used for 

their intended purposes. 

Grants are managed in 

accordance with the 

agreed criteria of the 

grant. Two stage 

payment; 75% on 

Cabinet approval and, 

25% on receipt of the 

project completion 

documentation. 

Organisation dissolves 

following grant award. 

Reputational harm to the 

Council. 

Financial checks are 

undertaken in order to 

reduce this risk. 

Organisations may 

disagree with decision. 

Limited reputational risk 

to the Council. 

Decisions are made in 

accordance with 

established criteria. 

7 Other Options Considered 

7.1 Cabinet may approve or reject the recommendation for grant funding in 
accordance with the criteria set out at paragraph 3.6 above. 

8 Reasons for the Decision/Recommendation 

8.1 Five applications are recommended for funding as outlined in Appendix A 
following considered by the Community Fund Partnership Panel. 

Tracking Information 

Governance Check Date Considered 

Chief Finance Officer (or Deputy) 2 March 2023 

Monitoring Officer (or Deputy) 2 March 2023 

Relevant Assistant Director 1 March 2023 

Background Papers: 

Appendices: Appendix A – Eden District Council Community Fund 
Recommendations Third Tranche 2022/2023 

Contact Officer: Doug Huggon, Communities and Wellbeing Manager 



 

Appendix A 

Eden Community Fund Recommendations following Eden Community Partnership Panel Meeting: 8 February 2023 

Total funds available for 2022/2023: £110,000.00 

Funds committed in Second Tranche 2022/2023: £52,198.15 

Balance Carried Forward from 2021/22, agreed Autumn 2022: £19,732.37 

Ref Applicant Project/Event Description Outcome 

(Approved, 

Declined or 

Deferred) 

Requested Total cost of 

project 

Partnership Assessment Recommended 

Award 

ECF397 Ainstable Parish 

Council 

Environmentally friendly riverside 

parking and access area near 

Armathwaite bridge. 

Deferred £12,500.00 £125,131.20 Application deferred. 

Communities & Wellbeing team to 

work with Parish Council and 

County Council colleagues to 

resolve highways issues and 

advise on phasing the project 

prior to bringing it back to panel. 

£0.00 

ECF398 Askham and 

District 

Community 

Centre 

Phase 4 refurbishment. Modernising 

the external structure to ensure the 

building is weatherproof and well 

insulated. 

Approved £10,000.00 £30,000.00 Recommended full award. Panel 

would like to congratulate the on 

the final phase of a lengthy 

refurbishment. 

£10,000.00 

ECF399 Barton Parish 

Council 

Replacement of standard county 

council sign with inscribed local stone 

boulders saying Pooley Bridge. 

Refused £4,040.00 £5,590.00 Recommended refusal. Minimal 

community benefit 

£0.00 

ECF400 Blood Bikes Replacement of tyres for a fleet of 

vehicles. 

Refused £5,400.00 £6,823.20 Recommended refusal. The 

Panel would like to commend the 

work Blood Bikes do. 

Unfortunately allowing 

applications from Emergency 

Response Groups would be 

unsustainable on the Community 

Fund and not what the fund was 

created for. 

£0.00 



 

Ref Applicant Project/Event Description Outcome 

(Approved, 

Declined or 

Deferred) 

Requested Total cost of 

project 

Partnership Assessment Recommended 

Award 

ECF401 Brough Parish 

Council 

Restoration of the clock and clock 

tower in the centre of Brough. 

Approved £12,500.00 £28,800.00 Recommended full award. Upon 

the submission of an Equal 

Opportunities policy. 

£12,500.00 

ECF402 Cumbria Opera 

Group 

Event: Cumbria Opera Festival Approved £5,000.00 £61,700.70 Recommended full award. £5,000.00 

ECF403 Morland Parish 

Council 

Purchase of previously rented field for 

use as a community asset (allotments) 

Approved £9,000.00 £19,345.00 Recommended full award, upon 

submission of an Equal 

Opportunities Policy. 

£9,000.00 

ECF404 Orton Market Hall New doors Approved £10,339.64 £13,399.63 Recommended full award £10,339.64 

ECF405 Barton and 

Pooley Bridge 

Community Fund 

CIO 

To support the pilot of a new minibus 

service that will use Pooley Bridge as 

the hub and run to a number of 

destinations on the eastern side of the 

Ullswater Valley. 

Refused £12,500.00 £65,000.00 Recommended refusal. The 

precedence for this scheme could 

create an unsustainable strain on 

the Community Fund. The panel 

believe it is a great initiative, but 

don’t feel it is eligible for the 

Community Fund to support. 

£0.00 

 

 Total Requested £81,279.64 Total Awarded £46,839.64 

   Remaining Balance £25,090.88 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NB: Following further consultation with the Communities Portfolio Holder it is recommended to approve funding to the project submissions from 

Ainstable Parish Council and Barton and Pooley Bridge Community Fund CIO, that would result in a total award in this tranche of £71,839.64 

leaving a residual balance of £90.88. 
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