
Report No:  PP21/21 

Eden District Council 

Executive 
14 September 2021 

UK100 Climate Change Network 

Portfolio: Leader 

Report from: Assistant Director Delivery 

Wards: All Wards 

OPEN PUBLIC ITEM 

1 Purpose 

1.1  To consider whether Eden District Council should join UK100 by signing up to 
the UK100 pledge set out in the Appendix. This will reduce our impact on the 
environment and assist towards delivering target set in the Zero Carbon 
Strategy and in line with the declaration for carbon neutrality by 2030. 

2 Recommendations 

2.1 Eden District Council join UK100 in order to connect with other 
decisions-makers around the UK and to work together on shared 
projects and ambitions to decarbonise and develop smart energy 
solutions. 

2.2 Adopts and align the targets and actions set out in the UK100 pledge 
with those already set in the Zero Carbon & Biodiversity Strategy 
(October 2021). 

3 Report Details 

3.1 Eden District Council has implemented an ambitious strategy and action plan 
to reduce carbon emissions for all the district and to achieve the net-zero by 
2030. This is in response to the declaration of a climate and ecological 
emergency in July 2019.  

3.2 To respond to this climate and ecological emergency it is essential to 
establish strong external partnerships. The Council has already established 
partnership working with other districts Councils and the County Council 
through the Zero Carbon Cumbria Partnership, Local Authority Climate 
Partnership Group and many others.  

3.3  UK100 is the only network of UK locally elected leaders that have pledged to 
play their part in the global effort to tackle climate change and its impact. The 
goals of UK100 are to rapidly reduce carbon emissions, bring councils’ 
emissions to Net-Zero by 2030 and engage with residents and businesses to 
bring wider communities’ emissions in line with the Net-Zero goal as soon as 
possible. Further information can be found at www.uk100.org 

3.3 Joining UK100 network will enable the Council to work directly with other 
councils facing the same climate challenges. It will also enable Eden District 
Council to join the Countryside Climate Network which has for goal to amplify 

http://www.uk100.org/


the rural voice in advocating national policy to tackle climate change. Finally, 
joining UK100 will enable the Council direct access to climate research, 
information, campaigns, publication, innovative funding models and private 
sector expertise. 

3.4  In order to join the UK100 and Countryside Climate Network (CCN), the 
Leader of the Council to sign the Net Zero pledge (see Appendix). The Net 
Zero pledge entails committing to a 2030 target for Council emissions and a 
target for 2050 for district wide emissions.  

3.4 UK100 is also asking signatories to join the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change Race to Zero initiative, which is a global 
campaign and movement to build international and domestic momentum 
ahead of COP26 in Glasgow in November 2021. 

3.5 Once the membership is completed, the Council’s Leader or designated 
portfolio holder responsible for climate change, join UK100’s quarterly 
meetings and other networking events, supported by officers. 

3.6 UK100 would publicise Eden District Council’s membership in its media. 

3.7 In respect of practical delivery of carbon reduction schemes, the MTFP 
includes budgets to support a range of measures identified in the Zero Carbon 
Eden Strategy which is nearing completion. One of these measures is a COP 
26 Community Grant Programme to support communities, and Parish and 
Town Councils to implement local zero carbon and biodiversity schemes. This 
programme currently has £60k budgeted, but it is intend to increase funding to 
it to accelerate delivery. 

4 Policy Framework 

4.1 The Council has four corporate priorities which are: 

 Sustainable; 

 Healthy, safe and secure; 

 Connected; and 

 Creative 

4.2 Joining UK100 contributes towards the sustainability and connected corporate 
priorities.  

5 Consultation 

5.1 The Leader has been consulted as portfolio holder and supports the pledge. 

6 Implications 

6.1 Financial and Resources 

6.1.1 There is no cost to join the UK100 network.  

6.1.2 It is intended to identify the funding required for an enhanced COP26 
Community Grant programme as part of either the mid-year review of the 
budget or the annual Medium Term Financial Plan process, both subject to full 
Council approval. 

6.2 Legal 

6.2.1 There are no legal implications identified. 



6.3 Human Resources 

6.3.1 There are no human resource implications. 

6.4 Environmental 

6.4.1 Eden District Councils Zero Carbon & Biodiversity strategy document and the 
targets to achieve net-zero carbon emissions proposed by this report are 
fundamental to tackle climate change, enhance biodiversity and improve the 
environment and the life of Eden residents.  

6.5 Statutory Considerations 

Consideration: Details of any implications and proposed 
measures to address: 

Equality and Diversity None Identified 

Health, Social 
Environmental and 
Economic Impact 

Following the declaration of a climate emergency 
in 2019, the Council has a duty to act in the best 
interest of the Eden residents, including taking 
measures to improve the local environment. By 
engaging with UK100, the Council gains access 
to climate research, information, campaigns, 
publication, innovative funding models and 
private sector expertise which will shape delivery 
to ensure best practice and innovative solutions I 
all areas Health, Social, Environmental and 
Economic Impact.  

Crime and Disorder None Identified 

Children and 
Safeguarding 

None Identified 

6.6 Risk Management 

Risk Consequence Controls Required 

Reputational Risk of 
not reaching zero 
carbon targets by 2050 

Failure to meet UK 
Government targets 

Implementation of a 
clear Zero Carbon 
Strategy and Action 
Plan. 

Continued growth and 
support for 
sustainability both 
internally and in the 
wider community of 
Eden.  

7 Other Options Considered 

7.1 N/A 



8 Reasons for the Decision/Recommendation 

8.1 It is recommended that Eden District Council consider joining in order to 
connect with other decisions-makers around the UK and to work together on 
shared projects and ambitions to decarbonise and develop smart energy 
solutions. 

8.2 This will reduce our impact on the environment and assist towards delivering 
target set in the Zero Carbon Strategy and in line with declaration for carbon 
neutrality by 2030. 

 

Background Papers: None 

Appendices: UK100 Membership Pledge 

Contact Officer: Laura Cadman, Assistant Director Delivery 
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