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OPEN PUBLIC ITEM 

1 Purpose 

1.1 To advise Members of the review of polling districts, polling places and polling 
stations and to provide the opportunity for the Scrutiny Co-ordinating Board to 
submit any comments. 

2 Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board provides its comments on the review of 
polling districts, polling places and polling stations and the Returning Officer’s 
proposals  

3 Report Details 

3.1 In accordance with the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013, the 
Council is required to complete a compulsory review of the polling districts 
and polling places that fall within its area. The review must be started and 
completed between 1 October 2018 and 31 January 2020 with a public 
consultation forming part of that review. 

3.2 The last such review in Eden was undertaken in October 2014 from which the 
results were agreed by full Council in December 2014. 

3.3 The purpose of the review is to: 

 ensure that facilities for voting are practicable; 

 meet the need for disabled access; and 

 ensure that polling places are within the polling district, unless special 
circumstances exist. 

3.4 The review offers an opportunity to take account of known future changes, for 
example, where buildings have ceased or will cease to be capable of being 
used as polling stations and more suitable buildings that are, or are due to 
become, available. 

3.5 The timetable for the consultation is: 

 12 August 2019 – proposals published and the consultation was 
commenced;  



 30 September 2019 - consultation ends  

 7 November 2019 - recommendations put to Council for approval (taking 
account of consultation responses and views of the Returning Officer). 

3.6 Polling Districts are the sub divisions of the Penrith and the Border 
constituency (within the Eden District). Polling places are the locations within 
which a polling station is located. Sometimes there is more than one polling 
station in a polling place. A polling station is the actual area where the voting 
takes place ie the room or area where electors cast their vote.  

3.7 The following factors are relevant in considering the suitability of buildings for 
use as polling places: 

 Location and accessibility to electors within the polling district; 

 Is the location  big enough and can it accommodate more than one  
polling station if required; 

 Is the building readily available in the event of  unscheduled elections 

 Is there parking, heating, lighting and toilet facilities ; 

 Schools should be avoided as their use will necessitate the school’s 
closure. Subject to this public buildings should be favoured; 

 In the absence of suitable publicly owned buildings churches clubs and 
other private sector buildings conveniently  located and accessible to 
electors can be considered; and  

 If necessary a mobile building could be used. Due to cost and logistics 
in terms of heating lighting security, comfort and costs these should be 
treated as a last resource. 

3.8 In November 2018 the Returning Officer reported to Council about proposed 
interim modifications to polling places and polling stations, in part 
consequential upon the Community Governance Review which has changed 
the governance arrangements for various Parishes, and in part due to the 
non-availability of certain polling places/stations. Members noted the update 
and agreed to make (amongst other matters) certain interim changes to 
polling arrangements: 

 

 the electors of the Penrith East polling station shall be re-designated to 
Penrith Parish Rooms from the Whelpdale  Room Mansion House 

 The electors of the Hunsonby  polling station to be re-designated to 
Langwathby Village Hall from the Hunsonby Community Centre   

 The electors of the Stainton Village Hall polling station shall be re-
designated to Stainton Methodist Church. 

3.9 Hunsonby polling station and Stainton Village Hall polling station are available 
again.  However the Whelpdale Room, Mansion House is not available as a 
polling station anymore. The Returning Officer has set out his proposals and 
these are attached as Appendix 1 to this report. The changes of significance 
are as follows: 



 The Polling Station for Greystoke (Little Blencowe) Polling District  is 
proposed to be changed from Blencowe Village Hall to Greystoke 
Village Hall. Previously, electors were being sent to vote outside of 
their District Ward. Greystoke Village Hall has been used satisfactorily 
at recent elections and the proposal would formalise matters.  

 The Polling Station for Calthwaite Polling District  is proposed to be 
changed from Calthwaite School to Cottage Wood Centre.  Calthwaite 
school was the penultimate school  within Eden to be used as a polling 
station. Schools should not be used as a poling stage due to 
safeguarding issues which require the closure of the school on Election 
Day. Cottage Wood Centre has been used satisfactorily at recent 
elections and  the proposal would formalise matters.  

 The Polling Station for Plumpton Polling District is proposed to be 
changed from Plumpton School to the Pot Place Plumpton.  Plumpton 
School was the last school to be used by EDC as a polling station.  The 
Pot Place has been used satisfactorily for recent elections and the 
proposal would formalise matters.  

 The Polling Station for Ainstable Polling District is proposed to be 
changed from Ainstable Methodist Chapel Schoolroom to  Ainstable 
Church Institute.  It has been used as such at recent elections and the 
proposal would formalise matters.  

 The Polling Station for Little Strickland Polling District is proposed to be 
changed from Lowther Parish Hall to Great Strickland Institute.  
Previously, electors were being set to vote outside of their District 
ward.  It has been used as such at recent elections and this is to 
formalize matters.  

 The Polling Station for Penrith East Polling District is proposed to be 
changed from Whelpdale Room, Mansion House to Parish Rooms 
Penrith.  The Whelpdale room is now being used as an office by EDC 
and is no longer available for election use.  The Penrith Parish Rooms 
have been used satisfactorily at recent elections and the proposal 
would formalise matters.  

 The Polling Station for the Laithes ward of the Parish of Skelton   
Polling District is proposed to be changed from Blencowe Village Hall 
to Skelton Memorial Hall.  Previously, electors were being sent to vote 
outside of their District Ward.  Skelton Memorial Hall has been used 
satisfactorily at recent elections and the proposal would formalise 
matters.  

3.10 The views of members are sought on the proposed polling arrangements.  

4 Policy Framework 

4.1 The Council has four corporate priorities which are: 

 Decent Homes for All; 

 Strong Economy, Rich Environment; 

 Thriving Communities; and 

 Quality Council 



4.2 This report meets corporate priority of Quality Council. 

5 Consultation 

5.1 The report sets out the outcome of a consultation process. 

6 Implications 

6.1 Financial and Resources 

6.1.1 Any decision to reduce or increase resources or alternatively increase income 
must be made within the context of the Council’s stated priorities, as set out in 
its Council Plan 2015-19 as agreed at Council on 17 September 2015.  

6.1.2 There are sufficient resources to enable the processes outlined in the report 
to proceed within current budgets. 

6.2 Legal 

6.2.1 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change 
to the timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and 
polling places.  This review must be completed by 31 January 2020.  
Subsequent reviews must be started over a similar timescale every 
subsequent 5 years. 

6.3 Human Resources 

6.3.1 The workload arising from the proposals within this report can be dealt with 
within existing resources.  

6.4 Statutory Considerations 

Consideration: Details of any implications and proposed 
measures to address: 

Equality and Diversity Equalities implications will be considered during 
the consultation process. 

Health, Social 
Environmental and 
Economic Impact 

The social cohesion aspects of local communities 
will be considered within the Review. 

Crime and Disorder The proposals within this report do not have any 
significant implications in terms of crime and 
disorder. 

Children and 
Safeguarding 

The proposals within this report do not have any 
significant implications in terms of children and 
safeguarding. 

6.5 Risk Management 

Risk Consequence Controls Required 

That polling 
arrangements are not 
reviewed either in 
response to immediate 
changes in 

Polling arrangements 
would cease to be fit for 
purpose. 

Consideration given to 
the recommendations 
within this report. 



circumstances or 
periodically. 

7 Other Options Considered 

7.1 It is considered that there are no other options than those set out within this 
report. 

8 Reasons for the Decision/Recommendation 

8.1 To enable polling arrangements to meet the needs of electors. 

Tracking Information 

Governance Check Date Considered 

Chief Finance Officer (or Deputy) 9 September 2019 

Monitoring Officer (or Deputy) 9 September 2019 

Relevant Director 9 September 2019 

Background Papers:   

Appendices: Appendix 1 Returning Officer’s proposals for polling 
districts, polling places and polling stations 

Contact Officer: Mr M Neal, Director of Corporate Services 

 Direct Dial: 01768 212237 


